AGM Report – NewLink Boston December 2010  at BOSSCAT
NewLink Boston continues to work in very close partnership with Lincolnshire County Council’s learning disability centres.  Currently 18 of their service users attend IT workshops with us across 6 sessions. We have enjoyed another successful year at these premises and are most grateful to Lincolnshire County Council for accommodating us. 

Building NewLinks, the two-year project funded by Lincolnshire County Council in partnership with ESF, has been very successful and ends in December 2010. The project has supported 21 vulnerable adults to overcome learning barriers such as lack of confidence – courses included literacy, numeracy, health and safety, basic first aid and elementary job seeking skills, with a view to engaging them in meaningful activity – volunteering/further learning/employment.  The programme had no hard targets and required less than 50% of its beneficiaries to be thus engaged. It is with great pride that we complete the project with 15 people in volunteering and/or further learning and 2 in paid employment. Our website continues to support us and is regularly updated and maintained to high standards - please visit us on www.buildingnewlinks.org.

Our reputation as a challenging yet nurturing employer has drawn us so many volunteers that we’ve had to take ourselves off the provider list. Our current volunteer count is 5 steady attendees, who offer us various skills ranging from classroom assistance to admin support. Our good public relations have made us very desirable providers in the field of IT training and volunteer training.
UK online activities are still spread across the week.  Liaisons mentioned above have seen our weekly ICT sessions increase to six.  Five of the six sessions work as mixed workshops where learners pursue various learning objectives involving OCR qualifications at various levels.  One class caters purely for adults with learning disabilities.  We have had only 4 withdrawals this year of which 3 were health related and one moved away from the area. We currently have 47 learners on our registers enrolled on OCR qualifications for Boston College.

Ableprint workshop activities are stable and we’re always marketing primarily through previous clientele and word of mouth – no paid advertising has been undertaken. Administrative activities continue across the week. 
Current members of staff include: Noveen Shaikh – Tutor /Workshop Manager

Eileen Gleadell, Donna Moody, Carole Berry – Associate tutors 
Linda Bunn, Anne Plummer, Adrian Pocklington, Luke Clayton, Jackie Burwell - Volunteers
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